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Redefimhg luxury

Chelsea Barracks’ newest townhouse was a chance
Jor Banda to muse on what truly makes a home rich
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Banda founder and CEO
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This page, from top
The De Sede sofa is
joined by o Pierre
Augustin Bose ormechair
around the walnut coffee
bl by Martin Massé.
The work above the
marble fireploce is by
Grace Rose 'Watts;

the enfronce features

a bespoks fable by
Banda dressed with an
impactful loral display

here’s something special about the Banda townhouse at

Whistler Square - this seven-bedroom property that'’s part

of the Chelsea Barracks project, the masterplan for which
was approved by Westminster Couneil all the way back in 2011,
It's a dressed home that actually fecls like a home. The seeret is
Banda’s approach to the concept of ‘quiet luxury’. ‘There’s nothing
worse than walking into a space where you feel uncomfortable,
where you are Lold o take your shoes off, you don’t want to sit or
put a drink down and people have karate-chopped pillows,’ says
the design studio’s founder and CEO Edoardo Mapelli Mozzi.
This house is the antithesis of that. For Edo (as he prefers to be
called), the definition of quiet luxury is the creation of a sanctuary,
somewhere torelax.

Measuring a staggering 10 metres inwidth and extending across
six storeys, this new-build house doesn not naturally lends itself
tothe word cosy. However, thanks to Banda's attention to materiality,
craftsmanship and storytelling, the space has been transformed
into acocoon. Chelsea Barracks has created a 21st-century take on
a Georgian property - it has cornicing, architraves and skirting
that nod to a sense of history, but there’s also air conditioning,
underfloor heating, a gym. pool, cinema room and swimming pool,
as well as a lift. “There are nods to a classical, Georgian rigidity in
the symmetry, but with a more deconstructed modern approach,
says Nicola Sherbon, Banda’s head of design. ‘Tt's a reinterpreted
approach, which is ultimately what we wanted to do with the layout
and the furniture, too.

Sometimes the designers have leaned into the symmetrical
nature of the architecture, especially in the home's more formal
rooms, but elsewhere they have found joy in subverting it. »



The fomily room on the ground floor

ore olso custom designs by Banda




Tppico 05 table by Martin Masss,
fegiuring ziricofe-wood legs ond
@ MNavona Iravertine fop. it is
surrounded by Moxime Boutillier
‘Cassandre’ chairs. The rug isby
Bondo ond the bronze pendont
light is by Eva Menz for Aselied001

Opposite, from top Henning
Kizernulf's Rozorblode’ chairs
occompany a bespoke ook toble
in the kitchen. Above the sland i
@ plosier pendant from Gormier e
Linker; situoted off the kitchen, the:
multi-level gorden includes o table
ond chairs by Gommaire
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The focus, always, is imagining how a real family would ocoupy the
spaces - to that end, the reception room has a layout encouraging
conversation and circulation, while the family room and cinema
(in the basement) are all about comfort. “There’s a luxury to designing
something for the way people actually live," adds Edo.

When il comes to furnishing those spaces, Nicola shares that
it's all about balance - *45 per cent contemporary, 45 per cent
vintage and then 10 per cent of a little magical dust, the je ne sais
quor. Across the old and the new, it's the origin of the pieces and
being able to share the narrative of their creation and the beauty
ofthe materials that is paramount. Tt's not about adding layer upon
layer to try and make something lucurious, but about showing the
quality in what's there,” explains Edo. “When you walk around
a house and look at the pieces that you love the most, they're often
the ones that you've bought in aspecial place, you know the maker
or you've inherited from your family - it's those stories that give
them value.” The furniture in this home may not be a family heirloom,
but by sourcing vintage originals from Edo’s little black book
of dealers and experts across the globe (the team collaborated
with design gallery Studiotwentyseven) and mixing them with
bespoke designs by some of Banda's most trusted brands and
makers, the hope is that the pieces will be passed on to the next
generation. Longevity is the ultimate aim.

Unlike many dressed homes, intended to wow in the moment,
this is a project designed to get even better with age. ‘For us, a lot
of the time, it's about texture, tactility and how the materials work
together,’ explains Nicola, pointing to the Alpi veneer by Ettore
Sottsass on the cabinet that hides the TV in the family room,
the irregularly sided oak table in the kitchen that highlights »
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the grain, veined marble - ‘made by Mother Earth millions of years
ago’ - and the patinated brass of the lighting made by Novocastrian.
They are living finishes, not perfect, and Edo is keen to champion
the beauty in imperfection. Fittingly, the palette throughout is
earthy: burgundies, greens and browns that are innately calming,
“There is nothing too extreme, nothing too patterned, but when
vou gel closer you can see that fine detail,’ says Nicola.

In homage to the neighbourhood of Chelsea, art was also an
important component. *We really delved into the local context,
tapping into the area’s bohemian past, continues Nicola, who
explains how Banda commissioned local artists to create work
especially for this home. “They were all given a briefand came back
to uswith their thoughts. Some have created multiple options and
we've selected one or kept a couple for our archives.’

‘We certainly try not to follow trends. | even try and make sure
we're not copying ourselves, says Edo, who likes to go on a journey
with every project, being authentic to both the location and the
property. ‘1 hope that everything we do is really unique. A lot of
the time we are challenging ourselves to do what we haven't done
before, We want our designs to have identity, because if you try to
design for everybody then it ends up being washed-out or bland in
some way, Maybe that’s the apposite of quiet luxury; it’s generic
Tuxury.’ Here, that constant questioning of what is possible has
resulted in avery special family home. ‘Chelsea Barracks is 15 years
into a 30-year project and they haven't cut corners. They re doing
it once and doing it well to create a legacy. That's something

we want to honour.” bapdaproperiy.com: chelseabarracks.com

This page, from fop The mirored woll
{with its bespoke lomps by Bondo) obove the
double vanity increases the sense of spoce
in this bothraom; burr walnut cocoans the
bespoke bed, while th? space’s own | "

araa includes o Dag :

, twio vintoge
armchairs ond o Jopanese ebonised-cedar
coffee table from Studio 125. The chondelier
is a Barovier design from the 19505 »
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DECORATION

DESIGN DISCUSSIONS

Industry insiders were treated to a personal tour
of Banda’s Chelsea Barracks townhouse and insights
into the design process as part of our latest event

There could be few better ways to starta morning than with a chance
to explore the Banda townhouse at Whistler Square, at the heart
of Chelsea Barracks. The elite of the design world gathered to drink
coffee and discuss Banda studio’s contemporary approach to quiet
luxury. which is apparent in every detail of this home. With five
storeys to explore and many vintage, bespoke and contemporary
pieces of furniture to marvel at (the cantilevered dining table by
Martin Massé from design gallery Studiotwentyseven garnered
much praise) it was possible to lose yourself in the enormily of this
project. Everyone did manage to make their way to the livingroom,
though. for the headline discussion — an enlightening chat between
ELLE Decoration Editor-in-Chief Ben Spriggs, Banda founder and
CEO Edoardo Mapelli Mozzi and the studio’s bead of design Nicola
Sherbon. We've shared many of the secrets they divulged in our
own tour (see previous pages) to ensure you don't miss out. B

Clock wise from top
Ben Spriggs. Nicole
Sherbon ond Edoarde
Mapelli Mozzi; designes
Amechi Mandi; 1882
lsd's Emily Johnson; Heol's
CEO Hamish Manshridge
with Coexistence’s Doniel
Gay ond Rachel Bull
SCP’s Halimo Mason

Clockwise
from left YOF
Interiors foundsr
Jubo Donilovo;
Edoords Maopeli
Mozzi ond
FlIF Decorafion
contribulor
Cloudia Baillie;
guests gathered
in the living room
for the discussion

Clockwise from right
Bocchua’ Bonnie Milner-
Whomond; conapés:
Design Centre Chelsea
Horbowr CEOQ Cloire
German and creative
consuliont Mox Hurd
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